
The Magnificent Tree    -   and   Three;  ‘Mac’ joins Ian and Mike behind the goal 

	On the first Monday of every month an intrepid group of Old Wilsonian gardeners can be seen at Hayes working hard to ensure that you can enjoy the efforts of their toil and comment positively on their work – what do you mean, you’ve never noticed?
	Forget Alan Titchmarsh, Charlie Dimmock and Percy Thrower, these people are the real deal whilst they also do other work and basic maintenance around the Club, e.g. mending fences, many of which have been damaged by careless drivers, unblocking drains, replacing locks and removing enormous numbers of cigarette ends – you will be amazed where people put their cigarette butts rather than in the receptacles provided 
	There are invariably a number of people playing tennis at the time whom, upon looking at the contingent,  probably conclude that these are hardened criminals doing their community service,  although the presence of Clive Prince  will convince them that all are not tarred with this particularly brush 
	“Very re-assuring,” observed one, “ that these reprobates have someone virtuous  to keep them under control”
	The group recently planted some Winter  pansies – last year it was geraniums  – to brighten up the outside of the pavilion,  whilst an enormous amount of weeding, dead-heading, cutting back,  collecting rubbish and tending to the memorial garden are essential parts of the work 
	Sadly the current lockdown means that members cannot enjoy these delights but hopefully things will change and you will soon be able to do so 
	(Incidentally there is a ‘gardening jar’ on the bar for your loose change, or something bigger perhaps, the contents of which are all translated into gardening produce or equipment)
	The November session was a bit special and significant as we planted a tree in honour of ‘Mac’ McAlister alongside his former friends, team-mates and great OWs,  Ian Forbes and Mike Kendrick and we were delighted to be joined by the Beverley Sisters,  aka Pat, Annie and Claire McAlister, for the final part of the planting 
	“Do they have to have been President to get a tree?,   asked Claire 
	Well, No, but that is just how it has panned out so far and we can only wonder at the inter-change of words between them as they watch the football behind the goal on the 2nd Xl pitch  
	“The standard of OW football has certainly declined since our day”, observed Mike 
	“And look at the balls they play with; you only have to blow on them and they will travel 60 yards. Not like the ones of substance we had to kick and head” added ‘Mac’ 
	“I’ve watched two full seasons and only seen one own goal during that time; it’s so disappointing” regretted Ian 
	“Do you remember the game when we lost by the odd goal in five when you, ‘Mac’, ignored the call of “Out” thereby playing an opponent onside and allowing him to score the winning goal” 
	“I was watching my winger”, retorted ‘Mac’, “and, anyway, I’ve played alongside  Bobbie Moore and Jack Charlton and they never complained about my ability to respond to their calls.”
	“Good players, I grant you, but they would never have got into an OW side. It’s a bit risky playing three at the back and we really need a couple of speedy wing backs who also understand the essence of defending and then no opponent would ever get past us”, opined Mike 
	“You always said that the ball might get past you but an opponent, never”, concluded Ian 
	So our three heroes are now re-united and as current players prepare for their games please pay your respects to their respective tress, remember the many hours they devoted to the OWs and you cannot help but be inspired as you, too, represent the Club that they all loved and served with such distinction 
	You will be delighted to learn that all three trees now have a watering hose to help with the necessary sustenance, although no-one would be surprised if Ian’s was visited by the occasional scotch and dry 
	So who are the heroes and heroines of our gardening club? 
	Bill Hartley is our head gardener because he knows what he is doing and, sadly, the group was formed following the sudden death of wife Steph, whose idea the garden was in the first place, and a memorial to her is one of the first things you see upon entering the club 
	Clive Prince and Anton Snowsill also know what they are doing whilst Jill Forbes is a new recruit and we welcome her gleefully, as well as the delicious honey she makes 
	Mick Pilgrim and Stephen Millward, despite the long distances they have to travel, are tireless workers, with a degree of skill, and can be relied upon to perform ‘emergency’ gardening functions – e,g, watering the aforesaid tress – whilst Lynn Pilgrim acts as our professional consultant 
	Les Wilks also used to be a regular member of the team but since his move to Bexhill-on-Sea this is no longer practical, although we do rely on his daughter Sally as we acquire many of our plants from her nursery 
	After the planting ceremony I spent a happy hour or so having a drink with Pat, Annie and Claire reminiscing over old times, Annie and Claire remembering the days when they spent their Saturday afternoons preparing pie and beans for the football club 
	In those days Annie also spent a lot of her time baby-sitting Alex, Doug and Stuart Forbes and Neil and Maria Kendrick, but don’t blame her too much for the way in which they have all turned out! 
	It is a tradition of the Football Club to hold Vice Presidents and Friends days for both ‘Mac’ and Ian Forbes and once the coronavirus vaccine does its job then such an event to honour Mike will surely be added to that list and, who knows, in  30 years time,  we will probably need such an event every other week and  there will be a veritable forest behind the goal 
	In the meantime I am in no hurry to become one of those wing backs 
	“You were never good enough, anyway” confirmed the ghostly voice of Mike Kendrick 

	

	
 
